Stereotactic localization and resection of intracranial tumors.
Stereotaxis has existed since the early 1900s, originating in Western Europe. Its practice was originally limited to isolation of nerve tracts, drainage of superficial abscesses and early attempts at psychosurgery. Today, with stereotactic-compatible imaging techniques and equipment, many types of intracranial lesions can be precisely localized and resected. Stereotactic approaches to therapy, including aggressive surgical resection, have become the treatments of choice for many types of potentially devastating lesions. A case study illustrates a stereotactic resection procedure, as well as the nursing plan of care and implications for the neuroscience nurse.